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Hello Fellow Lions; 

 It seems unreal that Christmas is 
upon us once again. I am not complaining, 
Christmas is my favorite time of the year, but 
where did all the rest of the year fly to so 
quickly. Here in northern Alberta it certainly 
looks, and feels, like Christmas; we have 30 
cm or more of snow and the thermometer is 
reading �±20° C, (for those Lions in Montana 

reading this; we have a foot or more of snow 
and the thermometer is reading 0° F). Christ-
mas trees are appearing in homes, yards and 
shopping centers, Christmas music is filling the 
airwaves, and of course we have the inevitable 
commercial side of Christmas prodding at us 
constantly. 

 Yes, it is beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas and that brings me to what I have to 
say this month. Here in North America we 
sometimes take a lot for granted and do not 
really appreciate all that we have going for us. 
Your Starbucks cup of coffee is a days wage 
for millions of workers in other parts of the 
world. Do you know that Lions Clubs Interna-
tional can, and do,  feed a person in Africa a 
meal for just twenty-five cents. Your Starbucks 
coffee could buy that person about fifteen 
meals. 

Most of this world is in a turmoil, your nightly 
news brings that turmoil right into your living 
room. Floods, landslides, volcanoes, tsunamis, 
war, terrorism, famines, disease and other ca-
tastrophes leave our part of the world relatively 
untouched. We do have an occasional tragedy 
hit, that is true, but we also have the manpower, 
money and other recourses to send to stricken 
areas to bring comfort and relief. In most other 
parts of the world, there is no relief, unless 
some organization like Lions Clubs Interna-
tional, the United States Government or the 

United Nations become involved.  

You must know that for every minute that 
passes on this earth a child goes blind. You 
must also be aware that every minute of 
every day, twenty-one children die because 
of malnutrition and preventable diseases. 
Those are terrible statistics but factual sta-
tistics none the less. 

 I am not preaching gloom and 
doom, personally I am going to eat drink 
and be merry over the Christmas Holidays, 
and I hope you do the same. I hope you 
have a very happy holiday, I hope Santa is 
good to you, and that you too will eat, 
drink and be merry while surrounded by 
your family and friends. 

 I ask you to remember those who 
are less fortunate that you may be. Drop a 
couple of dollars in that Santa kettle, buy a 
toy for Santas anonymous, or send a 
cheque to the food bank. 

Want to do something Lionistic for Christ-
mas? Why not fill out that Loonie a day 
form? Do you know a better gift to give 
someone than their eyesight. Six dollars 
will save, or restore, the eyesight of one 
child. Your one thousand dollars will save 
the sight of 166 children, wow, what a way 
to say Merry Christmas. 

 All the best to you and yours, CC 
Winston 

 

 

 


